
Priority Area: Safe and Thriving Children
Vision: All children are raised in psychologically, physically, emotionally, and culturally safe environments that listen and respond to them appropriately, enabling them to thrive and meet their potential.

Situation: 
High rates of family stress, isolation, institutional mistrust, and issues navigating complex services contribute to vulnerability and an environment that puts children at risk. 

Services are lacking a shared, consistent approach and understanding of systems, professional thinking, and approaches which allows for individuals and families to get caught in the gaps. 

A lack of child-friendly public environments and public spaces compound isolation and increase barriers to social capital in early parenting leading to increased gender inequity and further risks of isolation and vulnerability.





Inputs:

Services & Providers
· Maternal & Child Health (DH & Council)
· Universal Service
· Enhanced Nursing program 
· Early Childhood Education Centres (Private, Council, Commonwealth)
· Family Services (Anglicare) (DFFH)
· Best Start (DET) 
· Community based Child Protection (DFFH)
· Centre for Non-Violence
· Orange Door (DFFH via Anglicare)
· Victorian Police
· Primary Schools
· GPs visiting & paediatric practitioners
· Loddon Campaspe Community Legal Centre 
· Centre Against Sexual Assault Central Victoria 

Programs & Initiatives 
· Supported Playgroups (DFFH via Local Council) 
· Children and Young People First Program 
· Early Help for Families (DFFH via Anglicare)
· Orange Door
· Out of Home Care Providers  

Community Groups
· Maryborough Rotary
· Family Violence Services Development Working Group
· Central Goldfields Aboriginal Engagement Group
· Community Safety Forum

Strategic Policy Environment  
· Child Safe Standards
· Child Information Sharing Scheme 



	Activity
	
	
	Output
	12 month outcome
	2 to 5 year outcome
	5 to 10 year outcome

	Information session to share learnings on implementing State-wide Child Safe Standards Update (Active)
	
State Govt
	
Council
MDHS
	x of local community organisations informed about the Child Safe Standards
	Increased awareness of the updated Child Safe Standards 2022
	Community organisations working with children are compliant with obligations to keep children safe from harm and abuse
	Children living in Goldfields Shire region are safe and can thrive in the community

	Shire wide training program and development of local protocol to support introduction of Child Information Sharing Scheme
(Pending)
	DET
	GG
	# of practitioners attending training
Development of Shire wide protocols
	Increased awareness and how to use the CISS amongst local practitioners
	Information regarding children of concern is shared appropriately and effectively between practitioners to ensure their best care
	Children living in Goldfields Shire region are safe and can thrive in the community

	Forum with GPs on family violence (Active)
Professional development in Trauma informed practice (Active)

Orange Door services and referral pathways locally
Community Safety Network – Family Violence focus
16 Days of Activism program for Central Goldfields
	State Govt

DET

DFFH

Vic Pol

Council
	GG


GG

MCH

	# of practitioners attend training and professional development opportunities 

# of local opportunities provided on identification and support available for children experiencing family and/or sexual violence

	Increase in understanding of children's needs and the impact of family and/or sexual violence 

Increased awareness of the referral pathways and support available for families
	Referrals and supports provided to children that are experiencing family and/or sexual violence are improved
	All children at risk experiencing family and/or sexual violence are identified early are provided support for stable and safe environments 

	Additional Key Ages and Stages Maternal Child Health Appointments at 3months and 2.5 years

Implement Brigance assessment for all 2yo

Commence mobile MCH service to surrounding towns.

	Council & State
	MCH
	# of children attending key ages and stages visit
# of Brigance assessments undertaken

# of children immunised 
# of kinders visited
# of mobile MCH town visits
	Increased referrals for early intervention

Children are receiving the vaccinations at the right age and stage
	Early detection and referral occurs for developmental and psychosocial outcomes of children and parents

All children complete childhood vaccination schedule
	Every child in Central Goldfields has the right support in place early to meet developmental milestones and for healthy

	Council coordinated communications

Goldfields Community Festival 
	CGSC


Various
	Council


GG
	Produce a termly 'what's on' in the shire to inform local families

A Free Family Fun Community Festival
	Increased awareness by families of activities available locally for children
 Increased number of activities are available locally for children
	Children have opportunities to be involved and participate in healthy, safe, and free community activities
	Every child in Central Goldfields participates in healthy and safe community activities

	Commence Safe4Kids Program (Pending)
	State Govt
	GG
	# of schools and Early Childhood Education centres who participate 

# of children who participate
	An increased number of children are educated on consent, personal safety and have language to support their needs
	Children are empowered with strategies and language to speak up on issues of consent 
	Children are supported to understand their rights and empowered to contribute to the community

	
Develop a Shire wide Play-space strategy

	State Govt
	CGSC
	Funding for the strategy secured
Appointment of consultant to undertake review
	
	
	Central Goldfields Shire has safe, welcoming and inclusive play spaces for families

	Promotion and provision of services in the consultancy space through The Nest
	State govt
	GG 
	# of specialists programmed into The Nest or consultancy rooms

# of participants in programs  
	Increased provision of visiting specialist services through The Nest 
	Early intervention services and supports are available, timely, and locally provided to support families for early intervention
	Every child in Central Goldfields has the right support in place early to meet developmental milestones and for healthy




