GREAT START TO SCHOOL FOR ALL KIDS-VISION AND OUTCOMES WORKSHOP
Research and Data Mapping


General themes:

· High rates of vulnerability exist in Central Goldfields (SEQH 2020) 
· Low SES
· High rates of single parent families 
· High rates of family stressors (including family violence, drug and alcohol use and mental illness)
· Significant rates of disability, developmental delay or learning disability
· High rates of development and behavioural problems

· Children are not attending recommended hours of kindergarten (RSTO 2019, SEQH 2020)
· Only 29% of eligible cohort attending 15+ hours
· Nearly 50% between 10-14 hours
· Approx. 21% attending less than 10 hours.

· Significant proportion of the population starting school at risk or vulnerable (AEDC 2021) ^  
· ~20% at risk or vulnerable
· Trend has remained similar over the last decade (data not shown)

·  Quality, available and accessible early intervention services are critical (SEQH 2020)
· Significant service use in the population for paediatric services 
· Sufficient service provision? 
· Unmet need for audiology and speech 
· No data on early intervention service provision for development and behavioural issues
· Anecdotally -18 month wait list on service provision for development and behavioural issues. 
· High need for social services for the family unit (for example: AOD, family violence)

· Parents have unmet needs for school transition support (Community Engagement Survey-2020)
· Material aid
· Transport
· Information 
· Emotional support
· Social support
· Families with children with additional needs reported additional challenges
· Relationships with school staff (teachers and aids)


^based on one school.


Data and Data sources

School Entrant Health Questionnaire (SEQH) -2020[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Victorian State Government -Department of Education and Training (2020)-Outcomes for Victorian Children at School Entry-Central Goldfields] 

Demographics-general and risk factors
High rates of social disadvantage compared to the rest of the state
· SES disadvantage
· Single parent families
· Rates of disability 
· High rates of all family stressors 
· Family violence
· Drug and alcohol use
· Mental illness
	Child and Family Demographics
	LGA
	LGA
	NON METRO
	VIC

	
	Number
	Per cent
	Per cent
	Per cent

	Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children
	NDP
	0.9
	4.1
	2.0

	Children living in an area with the most socio-economic disadvantage
	104
	99.8
	29.7
	21.1

	Children living in an area with the least socio-economic disadvantage
	NDA
	NDA
	7.1
	18.5

	Children who were not born in Australia
	5
	4.7
	3.7
	9.8

	Children who speak a language other than English at home
	NDP
	1.9
	2.5
	11.0

	Children who live with one parent (mother only or father only)
	19
	18.6
	14.2
	11.2

	Children reported to have an intellectual disability, developmental delay or learning disability
	14
	13.1
	8.5
	8.2

	Family Stress
	LGA
	LGA
	NON METRO
	VIC

	
	Number
	Per cent
	Per cent
	Per cent

	Families experiencing high or very high stress during the month prior to the survey
	15
	14.0
	11.8
	10.0

	Alcohol or drug related problem in family
	10
	9.3
	6.0
	3.6

	History of abuse to parent
	20
	19.6
	8.0
	5.4

	History of abuse to child(ren)
	7
	6.5
	3.0
	1.9

	Parent witness to violence
	NDA
	NDA
	NDA
	NDA

	Child witness to violence
	15
	14.0
	5.2
	3.5

	Gambling problem in family
	NDP
	1.9
	0.8
	0.6

	History of mental illness of parent
	17
	16.6
	12.6
	8.8



Health
· Similar rates of overall health, allergy and asthma, however higher need for oral health (19%) and speech services (29%-nearly double state average). 

· There are high rates of development and behavioural problems.

	Children at risk of developmental and behavioural problems
	LGA
	LGA
	NON METRO
	VIC

	
	Number
	Per cent
	Per cent
	Per cent

	Children at high risk of developmental or behavioural problems
	29
	28.0
	22.9
	23.8

	Children at moderate risk of developmental or behavioural problems
	23
	22.0
	27.3
	28.2

	Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire 

	Emotional symptoms
	11
	10.3
	9.3
	7.2

	Conduct problems
	19
	18.7
	13.8
	11.4

	Hyperactivity
	17
	15.9
	12.4
	9.7

	Peer problems
	15
	14.1
	9.7
	9.4

	Pro social (positive social behaviour)
	NDP
	2.8
	2.7
	2.9

	Total difficulties (score in the 'high risk' range)
	14
	13.1
	9.8
	7.4



Service use
· Service use is similar or higher as the rest of the state, with the exception of seeing an audiologist.
· Children participating in a kindergarten program is lower than the state comparable population.
	Service Use
	LGA
	LGA
	NON METRO
	VIC

	
	Number
	Per cent
	Per cent
	Per cent

	Children reported to have attended a Maternal and Child Health Centre for their 3 ½ year old check
	82
	78.6
	73.3
	70.5

	Children reported to have been seen by an optometrist in the past year
	25
	24.2
	18.4
	16.2

	Children reported to have been seen by a paediatrician in the past year
	16
	14.9
	13.4
	12.3

	Children reported to have been seen by a dentist in the past year
	70
	67.4
	54.3
	49.9

	Children reported to have been seen by an audiologist/hearing specialist in the past year
	5
	4.7
	8.7
	7.6

	Children reported to have participated in a kindergarten program led by a qualified early education teacher
	83
	79.7
	85.5
	86.7





Restacking the Odds, Murdoch Children’s Research Institute 2019 [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Murdoch Children’s Research Institute (2109)- Restacking the Odds-Central Goldfields Analysis.] 


Early childhood education and Care
Quantity
· Sufficient to meet demand
Quality (adjusted National Quality Standards)
· Higher compared to state and Australian average, and significantly higher than low SEIFA areas
Participation
· Low levels of children attending the recommended number of hours in the year before school (2019)
Fig 1- Percentage of children attending 15+ hours in the year before school 
· Thirty-four percent (34%) were attending 14 hours of ECEC  
· Fourteen (14%) were attending 10-13 hours a week.
· Average number of hours attending was 13.5 (kindergarten)


Early Years of School
· Enrolled students were absent for 15 days (average) of 200 school days in 2018 education and Care, 
· In the prep year this equates to over in the prep year than 90% attendance-in all 6 schools in cohort)
· ATSI attendance was just under 90% in prep year (low levels of sick days in prep year, which rose significantly in Years 1-3)


Australian Early Development Census (AEDC) data-2021[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Australian Early Development Census (2021)-AEDC 2021 Preliminary School Snapshot] 

Central Goldfield have improved on all domains since 2018-only 1 school












· Overall >20% of the population is at risk or vulnerable on every domain
· Proportion of population vulnerable on one more domain (~35%) and two or more domains (25%)
· General trend of most vulnerable has remained since 2008 (15-30% of cohort) at risk or vulnerable.

Please note: data only available from one school.


Localised survey data [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Every Child, Every Chance, Parent and Carer Engagement, Go Goldfields 2021] 

As part of the ECEC initiative, a community engagement program was undertaken with parents and carers across the Shire in May 2021 to better understand challenges and facilitators or for raising Children in Central Goldfields. Overall, 145 parents and carers participated in a comprehensive survey, 64 participated in roving interviews and 12 in a in depth telephone interview.  The following information is drawn from this engagement.

School Preparedness
Survey participants with children already at school were asked about their transition to school.
· Majority of parents/carers responded child’s transition to school was good.
· Some parent reported an ‘adjustment time’ was required
· Challenges in transitioning due to COVID 
· Challenges of costs 
· Challenges of having a child with additional needs,
indicating that not all families experience school transition the same way. 
· For others, particularly for single parent families and families with children with additional needs, the experience was less positive. 

Importance of attendance
There was strong support from parents and carers when asked about attitudes to their child(ren) attending school every day that it is available.  90% said it was either extremely or very important. 
Interviews with parents and carers identified supporting and maintaining school attendance rates, reading skills, affordable public transport, and low cost/no cost after school activities were challenging. 

School Readiness
When asked if the parent/carer and the child were prepared for the changes that starting school can bring, over half the respondents said no (13%) or unsure (38%) suggesting that ‘school-readiness’ is about both the parent/carer and the child themselves. 
Fathers were significantly more unsure about their child’s preparedness for school which could be seen as being consistent with gendered roles within families.
Twice the proportion of sole parents and parents and carers of children who had experienced trauma indicated they were not prepared.
Ideas to improve school readiness
Respondents noted the following practical solutions when asked what things would help this transition to school. 
· Educational and emotional support for you or your child (58%) 
· More information on school and what is required from you as a parent (52%) 
· Financial support for books, uniforms etc (50%) 
· Forming relationships with teachers and educational aides (48%) 
· Support to balance new demands of school with work and family life (46%) 
· Knowing other parents and feeling included (46%) 
· Assistance developing and maintaining routines (30%) and 
· Transport options/support (20%).  

Total 	ATSI (n=12)	Disability (n=18)	HCC (n=60)	
Total 	ATSI (n=12)	Disability (n=18)	HCC (n=60)	0.28999999999999998	0.5	0.28000000000000003	0.37	


On track	
Physical health and wellbeing	Social competence	Emotional maturity	Language and cognitive skills	Communication skills and general knowledge	0.8	0.6	0.6	0.8	0.6	Physical health and wellbeing	Social competence	Emotional maturity	Language and cognitive skills	Communication skills and general knowledge	At risk 	
Physical health and wellbeing	Social competence	Emotional maturity	Language and cognitive skills	Communication skills and general knowledge	0.17	0.2	0.2	0.15	0.25	Vulnerable	
Physical health and wellbeing	Social competence	Emotional maturity	Language and cognitive skills	Communication skills and general knowledge	0.03	0.2	0.2	0.05	0.15	
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