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GO GOLDFIELDS IS A PARTNERSHIP 
INITIATIVE CREATING PLACE-BASED 
SOLUTIONS TO COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES 
IN THE CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS SHIRE, 
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.  
Our collaborative approach brings 
community, business, service 
organisations, and decision-makers 
together to improve outcomes for 
children, youth and families. ‘Our 
community aspiring, achieving and 
living a full life’; is the vision that  
drives us towards a positive future.

The Go Goldfields Children and 
Families Partnership provide guidance 
to the Early Years’ Service Sector and 
community to deliver innovative 
local solutions. Our initiatives 
focus on the importance of positive 
family relationships and community 
connectivity. Our strategies ensure 
that all children are provided with the 
resources and support they require for 
them to reach their full potential for  
a positive future. Together, we 
collaborate to achieve our aspiration; 
‘All children are confident, creative, 
safe and healthy.’ 

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: % of children 
developmentally vulnerable in  
one or more AEDC domains. 

Headline Stat: 33% of children  
reported as being vulnerable (2018)  
in comparison to the Victorian  
average of 22%.

Source: Australian Early Development 
Census (AEDC) from the Australian 
Department of Education.

Note: The AEDC is a nationwide 
data set collected to measure early 
childhood development at the time 
children commence their first year of 
primary school. The AEDC collects 
data relating to five key domains being; 
Physical Health and Wellbeing, Social 
Competence, Emotional Maturity, 
Language and Cognitive Skills and 
Communication Skills and General 
Knowledge. The data for this indicator 
is collected via teacher observation. 

Outcome: Children and families  
actively engage and participate in 
MCH, Playgroup, Kindergarten  
and Primary School.

Indicator: % of students above the 
Foundational literacy level.

Headline Stat: Reading domain 
showed 24.3% of students above the 
‘Foundational’ level (2019) compared 
to the Victorian average of 31.7%.

Source: English Online Interview from 
the Victorian Department of Education 
and Training.

Note: The English Online Interview 
(EOI) assesses the English skills of 
students and all Prep students must 
be assessed during Term 1 each year 
in Victorian government schools. EOI 
is comprised of three dimensions, 
Speaking and Listening, Reading and 
Writing with assessment levels ranging 
from Foundational (at the lowest 
end) to Above Level 4 (at the highest 
performing end).

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: % of children with high 
levels of family stress. 

Headline Stat: 12.1% of children 
were living with family stress (2018) 
compared to the Victorian average  
of 8.3%.

Source: School Entrant Health 
Questionnaire (SEHQ) from the 
Victorian Department of Education  
and Training. 

Note: This indicator is measuring the 
proportion of children at school entry 
whose parents report high levels of 
family stress in the past month. The 
SEHQ is an integral part of the Primary 
School Nursing Program and also 
provides valuable information about 
outcomes for children at State and 
local levels. It is completed by the 
child’s parent or carer and therefore 
the data reflects parental responses and 
concerns. It does not report medical 
diagnoses or the opinions of health 
professionals. 

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: % of families who spend 
time focusing on playing, teaching, and 
supporting their 0-2-year-old.

Source: Central Goldfields Best Start 
Survey. 

Note:  This data is planning to be 
collected by the Central Goldfields Best 
Start project in partnership with Go 
Goldfields. Note: This data is collected 
via a parent-reported survey of parents 
with children who are 0-2 years of 
age. This indicator focuses on parental 
perception of whether their family 
ensures they make time to play, teach 
and support their child.

DEVELOPMENTAL  
VULNERABILITY

PREP  
LITERACY

CHILDREN LIVING  
WITH FAMILY STRESS 

POSITIVE FAMILY  
ENVIRONMENT

Data and source information is correct at the time of publication. info@gogoldfields.org
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KINDERGARTEN  
ATTENDANCE

PARENTAL SOCIAL  
CONNECTION

FEELING SAFE  
AT HOME

FIRST TIME PARENTS  
GROUP ATTENDANCE  

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: % of parents that reported 
satisfaction with their current level of 
social connection.

Headline Stat: 81% of parents surveyed 
in 2019 reported feeling satisfied with 
their current level of social connection 
in comparison to 90% in 2018.

Source: Central Goldfields Best Start 
Survey.

Note: This data was collected by the 
Central Goldfields Best Start project 
in partnership with Go Goldfields. 
The data is looking at reported levels 
of social connection for parents of 
children who are 0-2 years of age. 
This data is collected biannually, and 
an average is then calculated for the 
annual, total average.

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: % of year 3 - 6 students that 
feel safe at home. 

Headline Stat: Feelings of safety in the 
home increased for year 3-6 students 
from 79% in 2017 to 86% in 2018.

Source: Central Goldfields Combined 
Primary Resilience Survey Year Level 
Report 2018 and 2017.

Note: The Central Goldfields Combined 
Primary Resilience Survey was 
conducted in primary schools in the 
shire, averaging data from students in 
grades 3, 4, 5, and 6. The Resilience 
Survey was run in 2017 and 2018 
in Central Goldfields but there are 
currently no plans to continue the 
collection of this data. Go Goldfields is 
currently investigating partnerships to 
resolve this data gap.

Outcome: Children and families  
actively engage and participate in 
MCH, Playgroup, Kindergarten  
and Primary School.

Indicator: % of invitees that attended 
first-time parents group. 

Headline Stat: Current average 
attendance rates at MCH First Time 
Parents groups is 3%.

Source: Central Goldfields Maternal 
and Child Health (MCH) Services.

Note: First Time Parent Groups are 
generally run by a qualified MCH 
nurse and cover a lot of topics, from 
breastfeeding and sleep-and-settling to 
family relationships and wellbeing. The 
groups run for 6-8 weeks and involve 
other parents from local communities 
who have also recently given birth to 
their first child and are free to attend. 
This data is currently collected directly 
from the Central Goldfields MCH 
service. Go Goldfields is investigating 
partnerships to supplement this 
indicator with additional local data.

Outcome: All children experience a 
positive, supportive family environment.

Indicator: Number of post-birth 
referrals successfully referred to support 
services.

Headline Stat: MCH referrals has 
increased from 23 referrals in 2015 to 
28 referrals in 2018. 

Source: Central Goldfields Maternal 
and Child Health (MCH) services 
annual reports. 

Note: This data is currently collected 
from the Central Goldfields Maternal 
and Child Health service and is used 
in their annual reporting. The referral 
domains being; Emotional, Physical, 
Social Interaction Impaired, Domestic 
Violence, and Planning, and pertain to 
post-birth referrals for the mother and/
or family of the child. All data sets are 
recorded in financial years.

SERVICE  
REFERRALS

Outcome: Children and families  
actively engage and participate in 
MCH, Playgroup, Kindergarten  
and Primary School.

Indicator: This indicator is yet to  
be confirmed.

Source: Central Goldfields Shire 
kindergartens.

Note: After extensive research was 
conducted, it was found that local-
level data was not currently available 
to measure this issue. A partnership 
has been established between Go 
Goldfields and local kindergartens 
to begin collecting this data in 2020.  
It is important to gather this data to 
effectively advocate for increased 
allocation of resources, and the 
development of place-solutions,  
to raise attendance rates if required.

DATA DASHBOARD INFORMATION 

Total population of the Shire 
12,995 (2016 Census)

In the Financial Year of 2017 – 
2018, the Shire recorded 115 
birth notifications, and 33 first 
time mothers (Maternal and Child 
Health services annual report)

Nearly 20% of families in  
the Shire are 1 parent families, 
higher than the Victorian 
proportion of 15.53%  
(2016 Census)

The population of Aboriginal 
people has increased by 
31.9% from 2011-2016  
(2016 Census)

Data and source information is correct at the time of publication. info@gogoldfields.org


